Fall 2004 FASS Conference Minutes

Orlando, Florida

FASS Website: http://www.fass.cecs.ucf.edu/
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Tuesday, October 12, 2004

· Registration $35

· Business Meeting 

· President K.LeRoy called the meeting to order at 1:12 p.m., introduced the Executive Committee, welcomed members and guests, and briefly overviewed the agenda for the conference.

· New Business
· K.LeRoy announced that Nancy Marsh (Hillsborough County) will be the FASS liaison for FASA and FAISA

· Announced that the Executive Board recommended that FASS increase the donation for the Sunshine State Scholars and the State Science Fair Award from $200 to $500. A discussion for a motion to approve will be made at the business meeting tomorrow.

· K.LeRoy presented a recommended Bereavement Protocol: The Executive Board would like to establish bereavement protocol for members, former members and members’ immediate family. Memorials for members will consist of a monetary donation to State Science Fair in the name of the deceased. Former members and members’ immediate family will receive cards from the FASS membership to be sent and signed by the FASS Secretary.
· Business meeting closed at 1:17 p.m. and will resume tomorrow.
· Workshop Sessions

· Effectively Integrating Science: Gustavo Loret de Mola, Miami-Dade County Science Supervisor
· Item Specifications Matrix: Judy Griffin, Manatee County Science Supervisor – Handouts: Test Specs for Grades 5, 8, 10; FCAT Science Terms; 25 Words Students Need to Understand to be Successful on FCAT; Science Fair Project Checklist; 
· Free to Exceed: Mary Gregory, St. Lucie County Science Supervisor - PowerPoint posted to FASS website

· Florida Science/Math Summit: Gerry Meisels – PowerPoint posted to FASS website; Handouts: Project Summary and PowerPoint presentation

Break sponsored by the Jason Foundation

Dinner sponsored by Prentice Hall

Wednesday, October 13, 2004

· Workshop Sessions
· Implementation of Reform and Inquiry-Based Programs:  Dr. Lee Meadows, University of Alabama, Science Education - PowerPoint posted to FASS website

· Legislative Update: Bob Bedford – Hurricane losses totaling in excess of $25 billion, including agriculture losses; Special session in January to discuss $1 billion to cover hurricane losses – may need to “tighten the belt” in pre-K budget and Bright Futures 

Legislative Update, cont.
(requirements will change to become more “selective” i.e. higher SAT scores) and class size reduction; Amendment 4 (Casinos): raise $$ for education – allows more gambling 
where gambling already exists – no new licenses; FCAT Science in 11th grade – legislation will pass via State Board of Education Rule; Student Performance Management System: districts will control the flow of data to Tallahassee; Instructional Materials budget will continue to support the science materials budget and science fair; middle score reform – will be expanded to mathematics – high school reform will follow;
· SECME “Mathletics:” Gladys Barrio, Miami-Dade County Science Supervisor - PowerPoint posted to FASS website
· Sci-TV: Dr. Cyd Heyliger-Browne, Miami-Dade County Science Supervisor – Handouts: “Wild Blue Yonder” Grade 5, Lesson 2
· Science FIRST!: Rick Tully, Lee County Science Supervisor – PowerPoint posted to FASS website; 

· Presentation by Scott Foresman, Astronaut from NASA

· FCAT Update: Linda Oravetz, FLDOE FCAT Science Coordinator – PowerPoint presentation will be posted to FASS website; Revised Appendix B is available – will be posted to FLDOE website or email Linda for a copy; 50 copies of the NAEP data booklets available – call Linda; 

· Another FCAT Update: Dr. Cornelia Orr, FLDOE Assessment and School Performance – PowerPoint will be posted to FASS website; FCAT Science to grade 11 – website is currently being revised to highlight “new” items; FASS members discussed the need for consequences in order for the FCAT Science to be taken seriously – both by students and teachers; recommendations by FASS group that the FCAT Science be used as a graduation requirement, tied to Bright Futures; Dr. Orr will consider the graduation requirement but we would need a legally defensible science course sequence across the state that would expose students to content required by the upper end performance points on FCAT Science; Test could be given in grade 11 as long as opportunities to pass the FCAT Science were given during the summer between 11th and 12th grade school year and multiple times during the 12th grade year.
· DOE Update: M. Winegarner, State Science Supervisor – PowerPoint will be posted to the FASS website; SSS Review survey distributed; Text adoption – will have many committees – review will occur during summer 2005; New NAEP Framework being developed for 2009; Forensic Science course will not be approved by FDOE – use Research course for this elective;

· Business Meeting

Old Business
· J.Speake passed out the minutes – a motion was made to accept the minutes as written with corrections and unanimously approved.

· J.McMichael gave the treasurers report: Motion made to accept the Treasurer’s report and seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

New Business
· Motion made by M.Brady and seconded to increase the amount for the Sunshine State Scholar and State Science Fair Award from $200 to $500.  Motion passed unanimously.
· Motion made by A.Ringer and seconded to accept the bereavement protocol: 
· Upon the death of a current FASS member, a donation will be made in their name to the State Science Fair in the amount of $200 be awarded to a deserving student.
· Upon the death of former FASS member or FASS member immediate family (spouse, parents, children), a card will be sent to the FASS member (or family if a former FASS member has passed away).
Motion passed unanimously.
· Motion on the table from the Spring 2004 meeting to affiliate with NSELA
· Cost to FASS to send current FASS president to the NSELA conference will range between $1500 and $1800 and will include airfare, two nights stay at conference hotel, state rate for meals and rental car. Motion amended to read “not to exceed $1800.” 
Motion passed unanimously.
· K.LeRoy announced that FAST has come to an agreement for a contract with B.Bedford. Total contract cost will be $4000 per year. FASS will cover 25%, or $1000 of this cost in accordance with the vote from the last meeting.
· Spring meeting dates at Airport Marriott in Orlando Wednesday, May 4 – Friday, May, 6, 2005.
· Business Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
Breakfast sponsored by It’s About Time, Inc.

Break sponsored by Fisher Scientific

Lunch sponsored by Scott Foresman Publishers

Break sponsored by Virtual Learning Systems (SciTec)

Dinner sponsored by Holt Publishers


Thursday, October 14, 2004

· Using Data to Improve Student Achievement: Diana Nunnaley, TERC




· Project MagLab Re-certification: Rich McHenry, Leon High School – Handout: Bound copy of recertification activities
Breakfast sponsored by McGraw-Hill


Break sponsored by ETA 

Lunch Sponsored by Harcourt Brace

Break sponsored by Frey Scientific

Spring 2005 meeting at Airport Marriott in Orlando 

Wednesday, May 4 – Friday, May 6, 2005
Submitted by: Jackie Speake, FASS Secretary approved May 4, 2005

